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For the Gospel Advocate. 
MATTHEW XIII. CHAP. 


Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy 
field? from whence then hath it taves ? He 
said unto them, An enemy hath done this. 
v.37. He that soweth the good seed is the 
Son of man; The field is the world; the 
good seed are the children of the king- 
dom ; but the tares are the children of 
the wicked one; The enemy that sowed 
them is the devil; the harvest is the end 
of the world ; and the reapers are the an- 
gels. As therefore the tares are gathered 
and burned in the fire; so shall it be in 
the end of the world. The Son of man 
shall send forth his angels, and they shall 
gather out of his kingdom all things that 
offend, and them which do iniquity, And 
shall cast them into a furnace of fire; 
there shall be wailing and gnashing of 
teeth. ; 


Here you say that Christ hath explained 
his own parable, and hath told us that the 
good seed which he soweth are the right- 
eous children of the kingdom, and the wick- 
ed are children of the devil; and as tares 
are gathered and burned, literally so shall 
it be with the wicked in the end of the 
world. The force of this you say we can- 
not evade, and you think we will not be 
presumptuous enough to deny. I shall not 
deny what Christ hath said; ‘and for your 
gratification I will not at present deny that 
your understanding of the parable is correct, 
but shall particularly address you as chil- 
dren of the kingdom, the good seed sowed 
by the Son of man. Now if the seed was 
good and the ground was good on which you 
was sowed, how then were you ever chil- 
dren of wrath, even as others? From whence 
that body of sin and death under which you 
groan? And if you were sinners, were you 
not tares? or children of the devil! And 
when the whole world became guilty before 
God, and judgment passed upon all men to 
condemnation, were you not of that unhap- 
py number ? What then had become of the 
good seed, the children of the kingdom ? 
Therefore, if you have rightly understood 
the matter, the wheat is totally rooted out, 
and the whole field is become tares. Never- 





theless, if the husbandman can turn tares 
into wheat, I see nothing yet but what the 
crop may answer the purpose of him who 
first sowed the field. But if not, then the 
whole growth of the field, with all its im- 
mense production, belong to him who sow- 
ed in the night and went his way. But if 
you still wish to maintain that there is here 
and there, a scattering spire of the genuine 
seed of the first sowing, who are still the 
children of the kingdom of God, I will on- 
ly observe, that it is astonishing, that they 
should have such an indiscriminate family 
likeness to the children of the devil, when 
there is such an incomprehensible differ- 
ence in the original parent stock. 

In understanding the parable in this way, 
the absurdities are so numerous and mani- 
fest, I shall pursue the subject no further in 
the way in which you consider it ; having 
hinted at only a few of the irreconcilable 
difficulties. Ishall new in the most succinct 
manner possible, endeavor to lead your 
minds in the way of wnderstanding, that we 
may follow him who is wisdom itself; and 
receive the instructions conveyed in this im- 
portant parable of the wheat and the tares. 

He that soweth the good seed is the Son 
of man, who sowe?i and continueth sowing. 
The field is the hearts of the children of 
men, comprising the moral world. The 
good seed are the truths that bring forth 
good fruits, constituting the children of the 
kingdom. And the tares are the errors and 
falsehoods ; the productions or offspring of 
the devil who sowed them ; denominating, 
not radically nor literally, but in charac- 
ter, the children of the devil. But as it is 
not supposable that spirits have teeth, and, 
as sins and follies adhere to the sinner, like 
tar, pitch and brimstone, the wailing and 
gnashing of teeth, is a suitable emblem in 
the parable, to represent the anguish o 
those who undergo the refiner’s fire, in th 
destruction of those tares that were sown 
and rooted in their hearts. 

I think that T shall now be able to con- 
vince you that this parable is not again ' 
us, but for us, and stands as a conspicucs 
truth upon that mountain that shall fill © 
whole earth ; and as a beacon to cheer a 





illuminate the way for the restored and ra:- 
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somed of the Lord, who shall return and’ moral evil; and the tares, the contraricties 
come to Zion, with songs of everlasting joy to truth shall be even rooted up by those 
upon their heads. pty: who are capable of discerning the least re. 

In this parable, the followitg important mains of either root or branch ; for neither 
doctrinal instructions are conveyed. reot nor branch shall be left of all that is 

1. That the sower soweth the word of wicked. And all things that offend shall yy 
life, and not men. Bat the hearts of men, the angels be gathered out of our Saviour's 
like fallow grounds, are sowed with the kingdom. ‘Thus let the tares be burned, (but 


\ 


good seed, the truths of the gospel; these God save the People /) 


are called children, because they are the na- | S. M. ROSE, 
tural ¢Vspring of him who soweth. | ere 

o, hat in a night of darkness and drow- | For the Gospel Advocate. 
siness, when men were off their guard, the TITE PROGRESS OF UNIVERSAL. 
enemy of the truth came privately and sow- | ISM. 
ed tares, as the seeds of falsehood ; also, | [Continned from Page 273 J 


called children, because they are his na- August 27th, met according to adjourn. 
tural ofispring. Here an enquiry will natu- ment. The house being incapable of receiy- 
rally arise, viz. was the soil (the heart of ing the people, men were sent to erect 
man) made congenial to the reception and seats inthe woods. In the mean time, our 
growth of those seeds of falsehood? Man. Methodist brethren invited the people to a 
was made subject to vanity, i. e. liable, or capacious and elegant church lately erected 
exposed, for the tares were sowed while | in Mendon. The Revd. J. Badger, and 7. 
Dixon, Esq. being appointed chairmen, 


men slept. 
3. From this it appears that the devil did | and Dr. Neikerbroker, and Dr. Allen. se. 
not sow men, or seeds, which afterwards cretaries, the subject of debate was de- 
became men; but sowed his tares or seeds , manded. 
of falschood in the fearts of men, where; 7. Every man must know that the sub- 
the good seed had been sowed; and every: ject is, whether all men of only a few shall 
day’s experience proves that the best hearts be saved. 
are not exempt from tares, the growth of{ I”. Mr. Thompsen has asserted there is 
the latter sowing. no punishment after death. Let him main- 
4. '}bere is no intimation given, that the ; tain or abandon the assertion. 
field er moral world, shall be burned or tor- T. Myr. Williams and his brethren preach 
mented eternally, because that in the night | the dectrine of endless misery. Let them 
this enemy unperccived sowed his tares and | support their sentiments. Notwithstanding, 
went liis way. if they acknowledge the restitution of all 
5. We are taught also, if we will receive | things, or admit that they are unable to op- 
it, that it was not God but the devil that is pose the final salvation of all men, 1 will 
the author and father of moral evil. But the | then maintain, the full, free and eternal 
owner of the field chuses to let good and} salvation of all mankind. 
evil, or truth and falsehood grow together,; 4. You are bound to do so. We have 
until the harvest, rather than give men li-; met you to combat that sentiment. You 
berty to root up the tares. | have said five Methodist {lders had ayreed 
6. By this parable, we are further taught, !to debate, and you were willing to grant 
that every plant which our Heavenly Fath-; them their own terms. ; 
er hath not planteg, shall be rooted up. I. I suppose there are twice that num- 
And that the tares, the errors and the false- | ber of you, but I care not whether there be 
hoods of the moral world shall be as effec- | five or fifty five. You appear like men 
tualiy destroyed by the angels, as the tares shut up ina city strong!y besieged and bom- 
of the field are destroyed by being burned barded by the enemy. Conscious that your 
to ashes in the fire. For the fire shall try stores are scanty, and the enemy powerlul 
every man’s work of what sort it is. If any and vigorous, you are desirous of being as 
man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer parsimonious as possible. Have your own 
loss; but he himself shall be saved; yet so terms. 
as by fire. | W. Prove your doctrine that all pain is 
Brethren! You see that the amount of temporal. 


this parable and the doctrinal instructions! 7. I have asserted the doctrine, it is 
therein conveyed to our understandings are: yours to disprove whai 1 have affirmed. 
that ihe moral world, or the hearts of men’ W. We wish to hear your manner ot de- 
shall be finally cleansed from all sin and | fence. 
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Professors of the religion of Jesus—at 


the age of fifteen, 1 determined to be a min-! 


ister of Christ. Since that period of life, 
twenty years have been spent searching for 
wuth, which | ever have considered as a 
pearl of great price. Matt. xii, 46. [am 
forced to become your preacher on this oc- 
casion. Forced did Esayt O no! my soul 
exults in God my Saviour, That ever he 
counted me faithful by putting me into the 
eanatey Assisted by a liberal education, 
avd i trust an unprejuced mind, | have la- 
bored night and day, till it has pleased God 
that the films of ignorance and prejudice 
should fall from my eyes. Now I regard my 
opponents as the } adducees to whom Jesus 
says, Matt. xxii. 2 "), 30. “ You do greatly 
err, not knowing the seripiures, nor the 
power of Cod. Fer in the resurrection they | 
are us the angels of God in heaven.” Yes 
my learers, these men are ignorant of the ' 
scriptures concerning the resurrection and | 
of Ged’s almighty transforming powe r, 
which shall change our vile bodies into his‘ 
own liseness. Shall any of Adam's 
Spring, rise in siaful un happy circumstances 
at the resurrection ? Jesus, faithful and true 

! Thou shall decide, “they are! 
equal unto the angels, and are the children | 
of God, being the children of the resurrec-! 
tion.” Luke xx. Read Rom. it, 19— 
“t, and 1 Cor. xy. from the 35th verse to 
the end. See also Phil. ii. 21. and t John 
ii. 2. ‘Thea permit me to ask, have not Je- 
sus, Paul and John forever settled the con- 
troversy ? O yes, your consciences will af- 
firm, your attachment to the religion of Jen 
sus will compel yeu to admit, that in the | 
resurrection all shail be happy. Shali my ,a 
opponents pretend that the witnesses 
tradict themselves? [fihe 'y attempt to main- 
iain this, they will ruin their own cau 


oli- 
ness 


wit 4 


os 
JI. 


Cone | 
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well as mines; for in doing so, they will 
overturn the evidences of Chri istianity. 


‘Shough DT believe the argument drawn from 
the resurrection is as imumoveable as the pil- 
tus of keayea, yet f can bring additional 
evidence before you, when needed. My op- 
ponents will not dare to deny that God lov- 
ud the whole world, when he gave his Son 
lie for Zephaniah iii. 17. declares, 
“God shall rest his love.” John says, 
“those whom Christ loved once, he loves 
till the end.” John xiii. 1. God’s love is 
everlasting. Jer. xxxi. 3. O my fellow 
preachers, renounce a God that will save 
to-day, and damn to-morrow; he is not 
worthy your confidence. In him you can- 

- find rest for your souls! Jehovah, the 
father of us all, is almighty, infinitely Wise | 


to ¢ 


dy in hell. 
‘ 


‘could not teel pain in dissolution, 


and good. As soon shall the eternal reser- 
voir of means, which Jehovah has in his 
eternal power, be exhausted, as he shall 
suffer one of his little ones to fall into the 
regions of despair, or of divine abandon- 
ment. 

W. Jesus says few shall be saved, and 

aul that the wicked shall be punished 
with everlasting destruction. (Here he com- 
mented. ) 

1. I predicted that my opponent would 
endeavor to make Christ contradict him- 
self. If they had read their bibles they 
would have known that the terms saved, 
salvation, are used in a temporal as weil as 
spiritual sense; and the term destruction, 
annihilation, or at least decomposition, con- 


sequently there can be no pain after death. 


WY’. 1 can cite a passage where you must 
admit, destroy does not mean to annihilate. 
O Israel thou hast destroyed thyself. De- 
stroy Unis body, and i will raise it up. 

T. Jesus says destroy this temple, i. e. 
take asunder all its component parts, conse- 


a 


‘ quently it shall cease to be a temple, i. e. 


‘Phe temple shall be annihilated. O israel, 


Thou hast destroyed thyself, as a people or 
body politic. 

W. Jesus says, fear him that after the 
bedy is dead can destroy both soul and bo- 
Here is pain after death. 

You have not proved the proposi- 
tion. For if the body were dead, as the 
text presupposes, then as a dead body, it 
eyen by 
fire. And ifthe soul be immateri«! and im- 
mortal, as you affirm, it could not be de- 
stroyed, nor decomposed. If it be material 

ind mortal, it died with the body, and was 
unconscious 3 consequently there could be 
no pain after death.  soeegged no honest 
man would have translated tie original 
werd Geheanal, by the uy lich, nor 
would any rational man suppose an imma- 
terial soul could be destroyed by material 
fire. 

i". The unbeliever shall not see life, his 
part shall be taken out of the book of life 
aad the holy city. 

7. Uf the unbeiiever cannot see life, and 
you cannot deny but that all have been un- 
believers, then we must go all to hell to- 
gether, and your doctrine is universal dam- 
nation. If youread Dan xii. 1, 2, 7, and 


Rev. xii. 7—xx. 9.—and 21 to 26, yoy will 
easily see that the book of life and the holy 
city refer to an ecclesiastic polity and not 
to heaven. Paul says man’s unbelief shall 
not make the faith of God of none effect, 
God has concluded them all in unbelief, 
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that he might have mercy on all. Rom. ii. 
3, and xi. 32. 


W. The terms everlasting and eternal | 


are applied to the punishment of the wick- 
ed, and also to the Deity. Now, if these 
words mean not endless, we cannot prove 
that God or the saints shall be eternal, or 
that heaven shall be eternal. 

T. This argument is a mean sophism 
which will appear ridiculous when unmask- 
ed. Thus, I am tall, the steeple of this 
church is tall; therefore I am as tall as the 
steeple. Napoleon is great, God is great, 
therefore Napoleon is as great as God. I 
stand prepared to prove, that the word tran- 
slated everlasting, eternal, is by the best au- 
thorities, Homer and the sacred writers, 
limited to the age of the youngest person in 
this church. 

WV”. You can probably prove everlasting, 

to mean only one day. 
7. i did not say so—but Jonah limits 
its extent to three days. And I defy any 
respectable Greek scholar to say, it means 
endless without blushing. 

WW. tis applied to the punishment of the 
wicked, in connexion with the final judg- 
ment. Matt. xxv. 406. 

LT. Tf you would look at the adverbs us- 


bd ° T | 
ed in the Sist verse, and then read, Matt. 


xvi. 27, 28. Matt. xxiv. 3. unto the 35th 
verse. John xxi. 21, 23. 1 Pet. iv. 7. you 
would be forced to admit the judgment is 
past 1700 years, and consequently the pun- 
ishment was temporal. 

¥. The sin against the Holy Ghost 
shall never be forgiven in this world, nor in 
that which is to come. 

7. Sir, you preach, and your discipline 
asserts, that Jesus made a full atonement, 
oblation and sacrifice for the sins of the 
whole world. If Jesus paid the debt, how 
could it be forgiven? According to ortho- 
doxy, God forgive no sin, however small. 


Moreover, if a man commit murder and be | 
put to death for it, shall any pretend that 


the man was forgiven ? 

W. Do you admit there is any sin, let 
this be decided. 

T. Iknow not what you call sin, pray 
explain, Acts ii. 23 and iv. 28. How could 


the Jews crucify Jesus with wicked hands, | 
when delivered by the determinate counsel | 


of God? 

HB". God delivered him for our offences, 
or offered him for a Saviour, and the Jews 
put him to death. 

tl. Then the Jews did much more to save 
the world than God, for he only offered 
Jesus to be a Saviour, and the Jews by 





-—— wwe -- 





killing him, made him a Saviour; this js 
the best account [ ever heard of them. 
W. 1 believe the Jews did not put Jesus 
to death. The Lord made him an offering 
and his wrath lay hard on him, and occa. 
sioned the death of Christ. 
| J. IT hear something more horrible, than 
LT have ever before heard fall from the lips 
of man, viz. that the wrath of God killed 
Jesus, whom with an audible voice fiom 
heaven he had declared to be his well be- 
loved son, in whom he is we!i pleased. 
| WW. Then the Father ni.’ deliver 
Christ, and the Jews as free agesis, might 
put him to death. 

T. Sothen the Father only helped Ju- 
das to betray Jesus, and consequently Judas 
was a co-worker with God. The term agent 
cannot apply to man, who is entirely de. 
pendent. Pilate and the Jews did only what 
God’s power and wisdom had predetermin- 
‘ed to be done. Acts iv. 28. Jesus said to 
Pilate, “ you could have no power against 
/me except it were given you from on high.” 

Jolin xix. 11. See Gen. 1. 20. Is. xlv.7, 
‘and Amos iii. 6. 

HW”. ‘Then you do not believe in original 
sin, nor total depravity, consequently no 
change of nature is needed. 
T. [know not what you call original 
‘sin; you tell me of the devil sinning in hea- 
‘ven, which if true, was before Adam sin- 
ned. Then you tell me of Adam’s sin be- 
ing original. You talk of man changing his 
| nature, first to evil, then to good. TF believe 
ail such stories, to be fanatical and imagin- 
vary. Every man has the nature God gave 
him, and God never will damn one man 
ior another’s offence. 
| Ji. VT don’t say he will, Jesus saves men 
from the sin.of Adam and all its conse- 
quences. 
| 7. When will Jesus save man from Ad- 
am’s sin and all its consequences ? 

HW. In the resurrection. 

T.. You have stated that human depravi- 
ty and corrupt nature, as well as_ all actual 
sin flow from Adam. Now the argument 
‘is atanend. You have either committed 
yourself, or you are as great a Universalist 
as myself. 

For the Gospel Advocate. 

| ‘The following dialogue between a Uni- 
iversalist and a Limitarian, taken down at 
the time it occurred, will, perhaps, serve @s 
a sort of clue te the origin of that maltignity 
‘of spirit with which the latter so frequently 
treat the former, on account of their belief; 
and its appearance in the Advocate may 
,subserve the cause of truth. H. 
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Universalist. What reason have you to 
treat the Universalists with so much severity? 

Limitarian. It is because of their belief. 

Univ. And what does our belief contain 
thar will warrant this ? 

Lim. Why, you believe that all mankind 
will go to heaven, and be happy after 
death? yourself among the rest. 

Univ. And how does this differ from 
your belief? Do you not expect to go to 
heaven, and be happy, after death? 

Lim. 1 do expect, through God’s mercy, 
to be seated at his right hand, and then to 
be made happy; but this does not warrant 
any man in saying that we believe as you 
do. We by no means admit that all the hu- 
man family will be thus disposed of; but on 
the contrary that a majority will be endless- 
ly miserable, for their sins. 

Univ. Ave not all men sinners ? 

Lim. They are. 

Univ. Then you confess yourself a sin- 
ner; and being a sinner in common with 
your neighbors, what reason have you to 
suppose your fate will differ, in a future 
state, from theirs ? 

Lim. 1 hope and trust that I have found 
mercy in the sight of God, and this is what 
all men will not do. 

Univ. Pray, Sir, what entitles you to 
this mercy, any more than your neighbors, 
who are sinners like yourself? Is it any 
thing you have done ? 

Lim. No: It is the spirit of God that has 
done it for me. 

Univ. And what reason have you for 
saying that the spirit of God will not do the 
same for others that it has for you? 

Lim. 1 never said so. 

Univ. Did you not just say, Sir, that you 
hoped you had found mercy in the sight of 
of God, and add that it is “ what all men 
will not do?” 

Lim. That is an improper question, and 
[ will not answer it. 

‘niv. Well, Sir, it appears that there is 
some similarity in our belief, after all. You 
believe that you are going to a place of hap- 
piness after the death of the body, and I be- 
lieve Lam also. In this, then, we agree ; 
and the only difference in our opinions is, 
you think the God who made you and all 
men, is more friendly to yourself than to 
many of your neighbors, while I think he is 
just as good to all my neighbors as to me. 

Lim. You are an Infidel, and a most dar- 
ing one, too. 

Univ. Did you ever know a person who 
believed in an endless punishment after 
death, and at the same time fully believed 


himself one of the persons who is to sufler 
such punishment? In other words, do not 
all persons holding such a belief, suppose 
the punishment is for some of their neigh- 
bors, and not for themselves ? 

Lim. I repeat, Sir, you are an Infidel, 
and [I will talk no longer with you. 





For the Gospel Advocate. 

Pure religion, and undefiled before God 
and the Father, is this, to visit the father- 
less and widows in their afiliction, and to 
keep himself unspotted from the world,— 
James 1, 17. 

True religion appears tome tobe very 
imperfectly understood even by those who 
profess to be her votaries. True religion, 
says an able writer, “ Lives not in the noise 
of a loud and boisterous profession—She 
does not erect her altar in the streets and 
market places of the city, and for pretence, 
make long prayers, that she may be seen of 
men—she is not a saint at churches anda 
devil at home—she deals not in smooth and 
flattering speeches, that she may afterwards 
slander with more security and effect—she 
thinketh no evil, and rejoiceth not over the 
lapse of an erring brother. In a word, she 
is the same unchanging beauteous ofispring 
of heaven, which was nourished and bro’t 
up eighteen hundred years ago, under the 
ministry of the Son of God.” 

True religion, and undefiled before God 
and the Father, influences man to love his 
neighbor as himself, produces peace and 
harmony between man and man—adminis- 
ters to the spiritual and temporal wants of 
those that are poor and needy—She never 
makes an ostentatious display of her virtues 
by causing a trumpet to be sounded before 
her, to be seen of men, but is meek and low- 
ly—seeking out the abodes of poverty and 
distress,and having discharged her duty; she, 
with her eyes directed towards heaven, is 
heard to cry, with a voice far louder than 
the voice of an angel, Reverend Doctors of 
Divinity, see that you do not publish to the 
world my little deeds of charity, which you 
have been much in the habit of doing ; but 
listen with strict attention to the following 
passages ofscripture, and attend to the calls 
of the fatherless and widow, and keep 
yourselves unspotted from the world. 

“ Take heed that ye do not your alms 
before men, to be seen of them ; otherwise 
ye have no reward of your F ather which is 
in heaven. Therefore, when thou doest 
thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before 
thee, as the hypocrites do in the svnagogues, 





and in the streets, that they may have glory 
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that he might have mercy on all. Rom. iii. 
3, and xi. 32. 

W. The terms everlasting and eternal 
are applied to the punishment of the wick- 
ed, and also to the Deity. Now, if these 
words mean not endless, we cannot prove 
that God or the saints shall be eternal, or 
that heaven shall be eternal. 

T. This argument is a mean sophism 
which will appear ridiculous when unmask- 
ed. Thus, I am tall, the steeple of this 
church is tall; therefore I am as tall as the 
steeple. Napoleon is great, God is great, 
therefore Napoleon is as great as God. I 
staid prepared to prove, that the word tran- 
slated everlasting, eternal, is by the best au- 
thorities, Homer and the sacred writers, 
limited to the age of the youngest person in 
this church. 

WV. You can probably prove everlasting, 
to mean only one day. 

i. i did not say so—but Jonah limits 
its extent to three days. And I defy any 
respectable Greek scholar to say, it means 
endless without blushing. 

iV. It is applied to the punishment of the 
wicked, in connexion with the final judg- 
ment. Matt. xxv. 46. 

LT. Tf you would look at the adverbs us- 
ed in the Sist verse, and then read, Matt. 
xvi. 27, 28. Matt. xxiv. 3. unto the 35th 
verse. Jolin xxi. 21, 23. 1 Pet. iv. 7. you 
would be forced to admit the judgment is 
past 1700 years, and consequently the pun- 
ishment was temporal. 

V. The sin against the Holy Ghost 
shall never be forgiven in this world, nor in 
that which is to come. 


7. Sir, you preach, and your discipline , 


asserts, that Jesus made a full atonement, 
oblation and sacrifice for the sins of the 
whole world. If Jesus paid the debt, how 
could it be forgiven? According to ortho- 


doxy, God forgive no sin, however small. 


Moreover, if a man commit murder and be | 
7 . ! 
put to death for it, shall any pretend that | 


the man was forgiven ? 

W. Do you admit there is any sin, let 
this be decided. 

TF. I know not what you call sin, pray 
explain, Acts ii. 23 and iv. 28. How could 


the Jews crucify Jesus with wicked hands, | 
when delivered by the determinate counsel | 


of God? 

Ki". God delivered him for our offences, 
or offered him for a Saviour, and the Jews 
put him to death. 

t.. Then the Jews did much more to save 
the world than God, for he only offered 
Jesus to be a Saviour, and the Jews by 








killing him, made him a Saviour; this js 
the best account I ever heard of them. 

| W. 1 believe the Jews did not put Jesus 
to death. The Lord made him an offering 
and his wrath lay hard on him, and occa- 
sioned the death of Christ. 

T. I hear something more horrible, than 
I have ever before heard fall from the lips 
of man, viz. that the wrath of God killed 
Jesus, whom with an audible voice fiom 

heaven he had declared to be his well be- 
loved son, in whom he is weti pleased. 
Wv”. Then the Father ns 
Christ, and the Jews as free ag 
| put him to death. 

T. Sothen the Father only helped Ju- 
das to betray Jesus, and consequently Judas 
was a co-worker with Ged. The term agent 
cannot apply to man, who is entirely de- 
pendent. Pilate and the Jews did only what 
God’s power and wisdom had predetermin- 
‘ed to be done. Acts iv. 28. Jesus said to 
| Pilate, “ you could have no power against 
/me except it were given you from on high.” 

John xix. 11. See Gen. 1. 20. Is. xlv.7, 

Vand Amos iil. 6. 

W”. Then you do not believe in original 

sin, nor total depravity, consequently no 

change of nature is needed. 

T. Lknow not what you call original 
‘sin; you tell me of the devil sinning in hea- 
‘ven, which if true, was before Adam sin- 

ned. Then you tell me of Adam’s sin be- 
ing original. You talk of man changing his 
| nature, first to evil, then to good. I believe 
ail such stories, to be fanatical and imazin- 
vary. Every man has the nature God gave 
chim, and God never will damn one man 
ior another’s offence. 

| WY. I don't say he will, Jesus saves men 
from the sin of Adam and all its conse- 
quences. 

| 7. When will Jesus save man from Ad- 
-am’s sin and all its consequences ? 

WV. In the resurrection. 

T. You have stated that human depravi- 
ty and corrupt nature, as well as_ all actual 
sin flow from Adam. Now the argument 
‘is atanend. You have either committed 
yourself, or you are as great a Universalist 
as myself. 

For the Gospel Advocate. 

The following dialogue between a Uni- 
iversalist and a Limitarian, taken down at 
the time it occurred, will, perhaps, serve @s 
a sort of clue to the origin of that malignity 


deliver 
isy might 








‘of spirit with which the latter so frequently 


treat the former, on account of their beliel; 
and its appearance in the Advocate maj 


,subserve the cause of truth. Hi. 
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Universalist. What reason have you to 
treat the Universalists with so much severity? 

Limitarian. It is because of their belief. 

Univ. And what does our belief contain 
thar will warrant this P 

Lim. Why, you believe that all mankind 
will go to heaven, and be happy after 
death ? yourself among the rest. 

Univ. And how does this differ from 
your belief? Do you not expect to go to 
heaven, and be happy, after death? 

Lim. 1 do expect, through God’s mercy, 
to be seated at his right hand, and then to 
be made happy; but this does not warrant 
any man in saying that we believe as you 
do. We by no means admit that all the hu- 
man family will be thus disposed of; but on 
the contrary that a majority will be endless- 
ly miserable, for their sins. 

Univ. Ave not all men sinners ? 

Lim. They are. 

Univ. Then you confess yourself a sin- 
ner; and being a sinner in common with 
your neighbors, what reason have you to 
suppose your fate will differ, in a future 
state, from theirs ? 

Lim. 1 hope and trust that I have found 
mercy in the sight of God, and this is what 
all men will not do. 

Univ. Pray, Sir, what entitles you to 
this mercy, any more than your neighbors, 
who are sinners like yourself 3 ? Is it any 
thing you have done ? 

Lim. No: It is the spirit of God that has 
done it for me. 

Univ. And what reason have you for 
saying that the spirit of God will not do the 
same for others that it has for you? 

Lim. 1 never said so. 

Univ. Did you not just say, Sir, that you 
hoped you had found mercy in the sight of 
of God, and add that it is “ what all men 
will not do?” 

Lim. That is an improper question, and 
I will not answer it. 

Univ. Well, Sir, it appears that there is 
some similarity in our belief, after all. You 
believe that you are going to a place of hap- 
piness after the death of the body, and I be- 
lieve Lam also. In this, then, we agree ; 
and the only difference in our opinions is, 
you think the God who made you and all 
men, is more friendly to yourself than to 
many of your neighbors, while I think he is 
just as good to all my neighbors as to me. 

Lim. You are an Infidel, and a most dar- 
ing one, too. 

‘Univ. Did you ever know a person who 
believed in an endless punishment after 
death, and at the same time fully believed 





himself one of the persons who is to sufler 
such punishment? In other words, do not 


all persons holding such a belief, suppose 


the punishment is for some of their neigh- 
bors, and not for themselves ? 

Lim. I repeat, Sir, you are an Infidel, 
and I will talk no longer with you. 





For the Gospel Advocate. 

Pure religion, and undefiled before God 
and the Father, is this, to visit the father- 
less and widows in their affliction, and to 
keep himself unspotted from the world,— 
James 1, 17. 

True religion appears tome to be very 
imperfectly understood even by those who 
profess to be her votaries. True religion, 
says an able writer, “ Lives not in the noise 
of a loud and boisterous profession—She 
does not erect her altar in the streets and 
market places of the city, and for pretence, 
make long prayers, that she may be seen of 
men—she is not a saint at churches anda 
devil at home—she deals not in smooth and 
flattering speeches, that she may afterwards 
slander with more security and effect—she 
thinketh no evil, and rejoiceth not over the 
lapse of an erring brother. In a word, she 
is the same unchanging beauteous offspring 
of heaven, which was nourished and bro’t 
up eighteen hundred years ago, under the 
ministry of the Son of God.” 

True religion, and undefiled before God 
and the Father, influences man to love his 
neighbor as himself, produces peace and 
harmony between man and man—adminis- 
ters to the spiritual and temporal wants of 
those that are poor and needy—She never 
makes an ostentatious display of her virtues 
by causing a trumpet to be sounded before 
her,to be seen of men, but is meek and low- 
ly—seeking out the abodes of poverty and 
distress,and having discharged her duty; she, 
with her eyes directed towards heaven, is 
heard to cry, with a voice far louder than 
the voice of an angel, Reverend Doctors of 
Divinity, see that you do not publish to the 
world my little deeds of charity, which you 
have been much in the habit of doing ; but 
listen with strict attention to the following 
passages of scripture, and attend to the calls 
of the fatherless and widow, and keep 
yourselves unspotted from the world. 

“Take heed that ye do not your alms 
before men, to be seen of them ; otherwise 
ye have no reward of your Father which is 
in heaven. Therefore, when thou doest 
thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before 
thee, as the hypocrites do in the svnagogues, 
and in the streets, that they may have glory 
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of men. Verily I say unto you, they have edge, weak as it is, to magnify the name of 
their reward. But when thou doest alms, the Most High. 
et not thy left hand know what thy right {In the first place, the disposition of the 
hand docth ; That thine alms may be in external parts of the eye is admirable — 
s‘cret: andthy Father, which seeth in With what intrenchment, what defence, the 
secret, himself shall reward thee openly, Creator has provided your eyes ! They are 
Matthew, vi. 1, 2, 3,4. The religion which placed in the head at a certain depth, and 
the apostle James calls pure religion, and serrounded with hard and solid bones, that 
undefiled before God and the Father, has they may not easily be hurt. The eye. 
its origin injand proceeds trom, sincere love brows contribute very much to the safety 
to Ged and man, on which hangs all the and preservation of this organ. Those 
law and the prophets.” True religion is, hairs which fori an arch over the eyes pre- 
from heaven, is a revelation of God’s in-' vent drops of swes’. Cust, or such things, 
finite and impartial love, and its elorious , falling from the fore:co:) into them. The 
object is the reformation and eternai salva-, eye-lids are another sev.:ity 5 and also, by 
tion of the whole human family. We now | closing in our sleep, they prevent the light 
see “that it is the goodness of God that, from disturbing our rest. ‘The eye-lashes 
leadeth man to repentance,” and not his! still add to the perfection of the eyes.— 


meee 








wrath, and the fear of an endless hell, burn-} They save us from a too strong light, which 
ine with fire and brimstone, as millions have| might offend us; and they cuard us from 
vainly and impiously supposed. the smallest dust, which might otherwise 

Jobn, the beloved disciple, in his first | hurt the sight. The internal make of the 
epistle 4th chapter, in speaking of the love'eye is still more admirable. ‘Phe whole 
of God, says, we love him because he first;eye is composed of coats, of humors, of 
loved us. He that loveth not, knoweth not! muscles, and veins. ‘The tunica, or ex- 
God: for God is love. Every one that: terior membrane, which is euled  cor- 
loveth is born of God. Will not such a‘ nea, is transparent, and so hard, thet it 
manifestation of the goodness of Ged excite | can resist the roughest shocks. Bebinad that 
us to visit the fatherless and widow in their, there is another within, which they call xved, 
afiliction, relieve their necessities as far as in! and which is cirenlar and colored. in the 
our power lies; make them acquainted middle of it there is an opening, which is 
with the unbounded goodness and love of, called the pupil and which appears black. 
that Ged who is the Saviour of all men and: Behind this opening is the crystal, whieh is 
in whom every son and daughter of Adam! perfectly transparent, of a lenticular fiver, 


hath eternal life, it nrost assuredly will. and composed of several little flakes very 
M. thin, and arranged one over another. Un- 

(To be continued. ) derneath the crystal there is a muist and 

ae: transparent substance, which they cal] the 


Llassy humor, because it resembles melted 


elass. The cavity, or the hinder chamber 
WONDERFUL CONSTRUCTION . is - ih g 
WONDERFUL CONSTRUCTION OF | between the cornea and the crystal, con- 


From the Halcyon Luminary. 


MUR RY - , a 
Pi EYE, tains a moist humor, and liguid: as Water, 
tT e fe °. aia - ' ° , 
he eye infinitely surpasses all the works | for that reason called the watery humor.— 
of the industry of man. Its formation is the} It can recruit itself when it has run out 


most astonishing thing the human under-| froma wound in the cornea. Six muscles, 
standing has been able to acquire a perfect | admirably well placed, move the eye on all 
knowledge of. The most skilful artist | sides, raise it, lower it, turn it to the right 
could imagine no machine of that kind whieh j or left, obliquely, or round about, as ocea- 
would not be much interior to what we ob-|sian requires. What is the most adinira- 
serve inthe eye. Whatever sayacity or in-| ble is the retina, a membrane, which lines 
dustry he might have, he could execute | the inside bottom of the eye. It is nothing 
nothing which would not have the imper-/| but a web of little fibres extremely fine, fas- 
fections necessarily belonging to the works | tened to a nerve or sinew which comes from 
of man, We cannot, it is true, perceive | the brain, and is called the optic nerve.— 
clearly the whole art of divine wisdom in | It is in the retina that the vision is formed, 
the formation of this fine organ; but the! because the objects paint themselves at the 
little we do kitow is sufficient to convince | bottom of the eye on that tunica: and 
us of the infinite wisdom, goodness, and though the images of exterior objects are 
power of our Creator. The most essential) painted upside down on the retina, they are 
point is for us to make use of this knowl-j still seen in their true position. Now, in 
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order to form an idea of the extreme mi- 
nuteness of this picture, we need only con- 
” , that the space of half a mile, that is to 
, of more than eleven hundred yards, 
ia it is represented in the bottom of the 
eyc, makes but the tenth part of an inch. 
’ { return thee thanks, Lord God, for 
having formed my eye in so wonderful a 
manner. My soul acknowledges thy infi- 
nite power, goodness and wisdom. Hither- 
to } had net considered my eyes asI should 


have done, that is, as a master-piece of thy) 


hands, and as a demonstrative proof, that 
even the most minute parts of my body are 
not the work of chance, and that thou hast 
formed them for most useful purposes.— 
Surely Iam a faint image and likeness of 
THYSELF ! 


LOOK AT THIS. 


“ For the punishment of the iniquity of 


the daughter of my peoplet is greater than 
the pi unishment of the sin of Sodom, that 
was overtirown as in a moment, and no 
hands stayed on her.” Lam. iv. 6. 


What was the punishment of the Sodom- : 


ites? Endless misery, of course, for all the 
pious people say so. Ladless misery “ ina 
moment /° And the punishment of the 
daughter of God’s people is greater! What 


can be greater than endive misery? We! 


place, that God rewarded 
jor all their sins.”? Can 
you duuble endiecss visery ? "The punish- | 
ment of Sodom, we say, on the authority of 
the Scriptures, was, as it were only for a 
mowcut., But the punishment of 
was greater, for the hands of the Roman 
army staved on her. 

Ah! How is this? Do we not read of! 
Sodom “suffering the vengeance of efernal’ 
fire : >” Yes, but ‘_ re do you read of it? 

cot in the original. They sufiered this ven-. 
geance in a moment. The material fire : 
which ppt the overthrow of Sodom, : 
burned for ages. But the Sodomites were 
punished in the hie, and suflered its venge- 
ance, only a moment. The vengeance of the 
fire, reader, not the vengeance of God, re-| 
member this. —Gas Spee Ficrald. 


read in another 
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FROM THE GOSPEL PRRALD. 

Mr. Ee lito r— Being a poor girl, and ob- 
lived to work by the month for my living, J 
olicn fave the privilece of sitting in ‘the 
kitchen, alone, to conte eels the univer- 
sal eqodness of God. Not being admitted ine! 
to the parlour when the gentleman of the' 
house is et prayer, with the rest of the fr- 
mnily ; he being a good man, and a Presby- 





Jerusalem | 
‘of the “geod Presbyterian.” 
; harrow conceptions imprisen his mind in 


‘it; fight for it; die for it; 
'——dlive for it. 


terian. Please to inform me whether this is 
right? 

If it be consistent with the rales of the 
Gospel Herald, f should be much pleased to 
see your comment on the above. M. E. 


REMARKS. 

We presume our fair correspondent is not 
sufficiently hackneyed in the fashion of the 
religion of this world, to be fully aware of 
‘the “ ruling passion” ‘in the mind of the po- 
‘ pular C hristian. Religion, (that i is, what the 
world esteem as religion,) is as much under 
the dominion of fashion, as the garment of 
the devotee itself. Two religions exist in our 
day, and will continue until error is anni- 

hilated by the fire of Divine Truth. It is 
not uncharitable to conclude, that the “good 
man” and “Presbyierian,’ M. E. speaks 
of, is solicitous to preserve the dignity of 
'his religion. In his devotions, therefore, he 
must exclude those whom his feelings de- 
bar from his imaginary heaven. Our corres- 
pondent will find a solace in the knowledge 
‘of the being and character of her Saviour. 
‘His humility shines in contrast with the 
fashionable aflectation of modern times.— 
Prayer, in faith, always acceptable to a 
faithful God, requires no other temple than 
_the universe—no altar but a humble and 
‘contrite heart. Our Heavenly Father is al- 
Ways present; and his presence is made 
visible to the eye of faith, when the gauze 
‘and tinsel of this world is shut from our 
view, and nothing sublunary is permitted to 
Cloud and obscure the glory of his | face, and 
_obsiruct the view of his peaceful heaven. 
M,. &. has pre-eminently the advantage 


While his 





doubt and fear, and his pride shuts the doer 
of love and sympathy, she can smile with 
rapture in the delightful anticipation of the 
restoration ef a ruined world; and, by 
faith, see the great family of man, congre- 
gated in the elori ious presence of their Fa- 
i; ther and their God. 





As no roads are so rough as those that 
have just been mended, so no sinners are 
so intolerant as those that have just turned 
saints. 





write for 
any thing but 


Men will wrangle for religion: 





The most ridiculous of all animals is a 
proud priest ; he cannot use his own tools 
without cutting his own fingers. 
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THE RUSTIC. 

While birth and rank attractions boast, 

While splendor lures the wandering eye : 
Victims, alas! to comfort lost, 

In vain for happiness we try. 
The rustic only true contentment knows, 
And each succeeding night he sinks to calm 

repose. 


In gaudy robes, in tinsel show, — 
In dissipation’s numerous train 5 
That pleasure they one moment know, 
A moment after turns to pain. 
True happiness the rustic only knows, 
As each succeeding night he sinks to calm 
repose. 


He lives content, he envies not 

The many luxuries of the great : 
And praises echo through his cot, 

To the kind author of his fate. 
With gratitude his honest bosom glows, 


As each succeeding night he sinks to calm , 


repose. 


PROSE BCLUS 


OF THE SECOND VOLUME OF THE 


GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


‘< Wr LOVE HIM BECAUSE HE FIRST LOVED US.” 
TO BE EDITED BY THOS. GROSS. 


THAT ALL MEN should be saved and 
come to a knowledge of the truth, is declar- 
e | in the words of an apostle to be the wit 
of our Father in heaven. This knowledge 
of the everlasting truth is salvation or eter- 
nal life; it makes men free from the love 
& practice of sin—free from the prejudices of 
the mind against inquiry—and free from that 
fear which hath torment: Hence,says the Re- 
deemer of the world “ye shall know the 
truth and the truth shall make you free.” 

The knowledge of the truth being thus 
important, will argue the propriety of all 
laudable means for its propagation. 

Since, therefore, it is our candid belief, 





that errors, dangerous in the highest sense, | 


because destructive to the rational happi- 
ness of our fellow men, have long been 
taught instead of truth, and still are incul- 
cated with assiduity by the enemies of lib- 
eral feelings and enlightened views ; we 
conceive it to be all important to oppose er- 
ror and darkness with truth and light, in 
the spirit of charity and love ; believing at 
the same time, that the great author of our 
existence, who is light, life, and love, will, 
according to his purpose—his promise, and 
the dictates of his mercy and grace, so fill 


the earth with his knowledge, as that all, | 
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from the least unto the greatest shall obtain 


| it. 


With such impressions, and with these 


'views of this subject, and knowing that 


truth itself, can never promote our happi- 


‘ness until we know or are acquainted 
with it—the GospeL Apvocare has been 
published, that it might be “as a light 


shining in a dark place.” How far it 
| has answered the expectations of its patrons 
/and the public, is left for them to deter. 
‘mine; but, if we may be allowed to judge 
‘from the liberal patronage we have receiy. 
ed, we cannot but indulge the hope that its 
reception has been generally acceptable, and 
|that it has in some measure, answered the 
design of its publication. 

We now propose to continue the publi- 
cation of the Gospel Advocate another year 
to commence at the expiration of the pres. 
ent volume. The first number will be js. 
sued about the 20th of January next. 

In addition to what has already been 
said, it need only be observed, that the col- 
umns of this paper will be open to the can- 
did inquirer after truth, of any sect or de- 
nomination, if their communications are 
‘compatible with the size of this work. Our 

opponents shall ever be treated with res- 
pect, and their opinions with candor; but 
with an unsparing hand we shall endeavor 
to expose ERROR, and elicit TRUTH, and shall 
show no mercy to what we consider to he 
false Theology ; endeavoring always to il- 
lustrate the true character of God our Sa- 
viour—to explain his purposes in the sal- 
vation of all men—to shew the certainty 
that his purpose will stand and that he will 
do all his pleasure, and that he intends in 
the dispensation of the fulness of times to 
gather together in one, all things in Christ. 
Those, therefore, who are friendly to liberal 
investigation and the cause of truth, are res- 
pectfully solicited to furnish their aid in sub- 
scriptions, and to enrich our columns with 
mental support. 


CONDITIONS. 
The Apvocarte will be published week- 


ly, on good paper with new type. Each 
number to contain § pages of royal octavo, 
at Two Dollars per annum, payable half 


yearly in advance. 
{>> Subscriptions received at this Office: 
Buffalo, Sept. 12, 1823. 
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